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% g0 care for bim wbo bas borne tbe
battle, and for bis widow and
orpbans.”

@he National Tribune.

(ESTAELISKED 1377.)
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COLOMBIA says she desires peace, If
she don’t, we have some more battleships
and marines we can start down that way.

e

GreEAT Scorr! If we shonld have been
held responsible for all the other bair-
trigger revolutions in South America. Yet
we were—just as hard.

SExvATOR TILLMAN is much concerned
about the *“National honor.” We are
rather curious to kmow what any Tillman
means by “honor.”

MmpreprorT Post, 125, Middleport, Ohio,
contributes $2 to the Stephenson Memorial
Monument Fund, which has been sent to
Gen. Louis Wagner, Treasurer of the Fund.

Tue Southern papers are saying: “Of

B8 <) pourse, Gorman made an awful mistake

g about Panama, but years ago he saved us

=" from the manaecles of the Force Bill. Let's
remember that.”

VEAL feasts are being spread at a num-
ber of places in the country to induce the
Democratic prodigals to return, but some-
how the house of their fathers will per-
gist in not taking on a homey look.

OF COURSE, our marines need relief from'
the tiresome and unhealthy confinement on
shipboard. We notice with pleasure that
the places chesen for their open-air exercise
and recreation all command paths in lead-
ing from Colombia into Panama.

THE instructions of the Southern Legis-
latures to their Senators leave Senator
Gorman and the New York Evening Post

' about the only parties in the country re-
fusing to recognize the Republic of Pan-
Ama.

.

SaxT0 DOoMINGO officials keep on ex-

plaining that they do net want to be an-

~ mexed to the United States. Certainly not.

_We have stringent laws here against rob-

bery, murder, arson and disturbance of the
peace,

SEXATOR NEWLANDS .is sure that the
National conscience is in a very diseased

. condition, and needs the tomic of true
.- Démecratic principles.  Very well; get the
Democrats to agree upon what are their

IN 1850 there were but 9,021 miles of
. raiiroad in operation in the United States.
Tast year there were 203,132 miles, or
more than .20 times as many, This mar-
velous extension of the railroad system was
directly the result of the unification of the
country, secured hy four years' battling
by its citizen-soldiers.

IN 1860 the total value of our manu-
faetures was less than $2,000,000,000. Last
year they exceeded £13,000,000,000. This
wonderful increase was dne to the fact
that a united country was secured at
Appomattox, and full play given to every
man’s energies in the way of industries, in-
stead of having to maintain civil war

. ' among a number of disjointed States.

WE HAVE been accustomed to hear
mnewspapers of the New York Evening Post
type and the Boston “organs of eulchuah,”
constantly sneering at our diplomacy as
beneath contempt when it came in con-
tact with the trained and cultivated Euro-
pean type. It is very gratifying, there-
fore, to see European papers of the highest
standing discussing American diplomacy in
a way in which the following from the
Leipsic “Grenzboten” is a specimen :

“In Roosevelt, Eu i
mot. ite master. " Ha 1o the ty5e of edvatse

ing Americanismn, as clever as he is un-
scrupulous, as powerful as he is sly.”

THE STATISTICAL bulletin of the Depart-

* than the population, as it was onmly $307
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THE SIMPLE JUSTICE OF A SERVICE
PENSION.

In its dire need for money, the Govern-
ment could make scarcely any return to the
men whom it called to its rescue. It sore-
Iy needed every cent that it could get to

pay for their food, clothing, and ammuni-
tion; to equip battleships, and to pay
principal and interest upon the money it
had already borrowed. It appealed to its
sons to sacrifice everything in order to save
it. and to look to its justice and gratitude
afterward.

As the war progressed, and the greater
number of the active wage-earners of the
couniry entered the army in response to
the Nation’s call, the sacrifices they made
became very much greater.

Before the war 4<he wages for unskilled
labor were from 50 cents to 75 cents a day,
and the men of this elass who went into
the army at $11 per month, receiving there-
with food, clothing, lodging, and medical
attendance, did about as well, if not a lit-
tle better, than if they had stayed at
home and worked on the farm or a railroad
grade. In fact, this was the basis upon
which the pay of the army was arranged.
Therefore, in accepting this pay, the volun-
feers at the outset had to make a great
descent from the rewards they received at
home for their work. A very large pro-
portion of them were skilled laborers, re-
ceiving high wages. Those who were farm-
ers were equally skilled laborers, and
ranked with mechanies, artisans, superin-
tendents and professional men, for they
were managing their own farms, from
which they received profits and emolu-
ments greatly exceeding those paid to the
average “hired hand.”

Even in those days of small incomes
theirs ranged from $750 to $3,000 a year,
which wonld be equivalent to double that
amount to-day. All this they gave up in
order to enter the army.. As the war
progressed the wage-earners became scarc-
er. Those who resisted the Nation's jm-
portunities and remained at home got an
enormous increment, for wages went up
by leaps and bounds. A skilled mechanic,
who would have done well to work for $1.50
per day in 1860, turned up his nose at less
than $3 in 1863, and was presently receiv-
ing $5 a day in 1865. .

1t was the same with farmers. Where
a farmer was glad to sell his wheat for
$1 a bushel in 1859, he wanted about £3
a bushel in_ 1865. Some of it actually
sold for $3.45. Wool had been 27 cents
per pound; it became 80. Mess pork sold
for $14.60 a barrel in 1859. It brought
$43.25 in 1864. Corn was worth 48 cents
a bushel in New York in 1861, and $1.97
in 1864. Mess beef sold as low as $4.50
a barrel in New York in 1860, and at the
close of the war brought $28. Butter sold
as low as 8 cents a pound in 1801, but

‘| brought 60 cents at the close of the war.

Oats sold in New York for 30 cents a
buskel in 1860, and for $1.02 at the close
of the war.

In the meanwhile the money in which
the volunteérs were paid went down nearly
as rapidly as the home wages went up. In
1861 the pay of the private soldier was
raised to.$13 per month, but the deprecia-
tion of the greenback in which he was paid
soon reduced this value to $11. Cohgeess
made a feeble effort to adjust matters in
1864 by raising the pay to $16 per month,
but as the greenback fell during the year
to 38 cents. this did not represent more
than $6 of actual value.

This burden of the difference betweenthe
wages the volunteers wounld have received
at home and what they actually reeeived
in the army, amounted to billions of dollars,
and was borne wholly by the soldiers
who were fighting the battles of the Union,
It amounted to even much more than the
money which the bondholders lent to the
Government to earry on the war. That is,
where the bondholders lent money to the
Goveritgént, ™ tliey were eventunally paid
back-fenr or five, possibly six, times their
lendimgay-while the men who enlisted to
fight the battles of the Union made mone-
tary sacrifices incomparably greater than
was_represented by the actual lendings of
the moneyed men, and they ‘received back
nothing. In making this statement it must
be borme in mind that the amount paid
for pensions is no offset whatever. The
pensions are paid in consequence of a con-
tract, allowing for the physieal impair-
ments which the soldiers received while in
the gervice. No aceount is taken of the
financial sacrifices made by every man who
left a farm, a shop, an office, or a work-
bench to entzr the army.

We have heard much of the big boun-
ties paid to induce enlistments. As a
matter of actual and indisputable fact
these bounties were paid to a very small
proportion of the men who enlisted. . The
great body of the volunteers got nothing
beyond the $100 bounty offered by the
Government.

It may be well to reproduce here a table
which we have before given of what the
average private soldier actually received
for his three years’ service;

mghtwu:: months "pay at $13 per

..................

month ........... A A *
Three years clothing, at $4250 a

------------------

MI’ - .. e
Three years’ rations, at .25 per

day P acrpsesEs sl bram o m-m
&mt’ SRR svangrer s padanre lm°m
Additional bounty ..:sdeeseces 100.00

Total qan-ma-m.‘lm

I
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The not unexpected mnews comes that

ing up, and that the people of the various
divisions of the country have become so dis-
gusted with the spoliations and exactions
of the corrupt gang which happens to be
in power at Bogota, that they are making
ready to withdraw from all cennection with
the central Government. From the very
first,  Colombia has been a loose-jointed
affair, and difficult to keep together. The
Spanish had the whole northern part of
South America under one administration
with the title of the Vice-Royalty of New
Granada, and headguarters at Bogota.

Bolivarhadahard time keeping the coun-
try together in itsstruggle forindependence,
and coineident with the war with Spain
were smaller wars with leaders of different
sections. The Republic of Colombia, wiffeh
he established in 1819, only lasted 10 years,
when it was broken by the secession of
Venezuela, and next year Equador seceded.
At one time or another most of the prev-
inces have declared their independence of
the central Government, and the last was
Panama’s second withdrawal. At first the
foderal form of the United States Govern
ment was adopted with States Rights in
each of the several divisions, but this only
lasted a few years, when the Government
was remodeled, and the States reduced to
provinces, with the Governors appointed
from Bogota, and eversthing put in the
hands of the central “ring.”
As the only object of this “ring” was
to sweep in all the money that it could
before being turned out of power by a
counter-revolution, there was no pretence
of fairness or justice in the governing of
the various provinces, and, as in the case
of Panama, pnot a dollar of the money
wrnng from them was returned to be ex-
pended for their benmefit, A more vicious
regime could not be imagined outside of
Tarkey, and the only wonder is that the
people - of the important cities and prov-
inces endured it as long as they have.
A large proportion of the talk about war
against Panama and the United States was
intended to distract the people’s attention
from their misgovernment and to make the
cloak of patriotism conceal the lzlizh-lmm:l-i
ed robbery to which they have been sub-
jected.

INCREASE IN SAVINGS.

ALL THINEING men know that the best
and surest indieation of the increased pros-
perity of the country is afforded by the
volume of deposits in the savings banks.
These are the surplus of wages above
what it costs the working men te support
themselves and families in comfort and
satisfaction. The workingman is the very
foundation of the Nation, and upon his
well-being depends that of cvery other mem-
ber of the community. Twenty years ago,
in 1883, the savings banks were in the most
gratifying condition, since they had depos-
itors to the number of 2,876,438, showing
that a very large proportion of the pro-
ducers of the country were thrifty and
forehanded, and were receiving in wages
more than was required to support them-
selves in decent comfort. They had “at
that time the astonishing amount of
$1,024,856,787 deposited in the..savings
banks in the country, and this was the
largest fund of money in the United States.
In the 20 years since then the numbe#'
of these depositors has increased to
7,305,228, or more than double what it
was 20 years ago. As each of these depos-
itors probably represents a family .of five,
they represent nearly 37,000,000 of 'fhe
population, or almost half, and their de-
posits are increased at a still greater ra-
tio, the aggregate snm being $2,935,204 845,
This is more money than there is in the
whole to-day, and it is about five
times the astonishing -accumulation of
money in the United States Treasury,
which is the greatest hoard of money at
any one place in the whole world. THit'
is, the United States Treasury has in itz
vaults more money than any other institu-.
tion in the whole world, and yet it has]
net more than one-fifth as much as the
workingmen of the country have deposited
in the savings banks. el

NO DIVISION WHATEVER.
A number of comrades have written us
asking whether our advocacy of The Na-

one proposed by the National ¥ ncampment.
This is groundless fear. The bills only
differ in detail, with tke main principle

The. National Pension Committee has not
yet met to formulate the bill ordered at
the National Encampment. When it does,
it will be governed by the instructions of
the National Encampment, with the aid
of such lights ds it ean obtain. Among
these lights will be the expressions of the
comrades through The Nationg! Tribune
and otherwise, as to what kind of a bill
they want.

It is improbable that Congress will
pass, just as presented, the National En-
campment bill or any other bill. It will

very decidedly. Therefore, it is our policy,
and it is right, to ask for just such a bill
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Colombia is on the point of actual break- |

Jemember that long-legged booby that used

t.

' ] th k' h
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tional Tribune’s service pension bill-might |
not militate against the adoptidn of tho|

upon which we wish the comrades to unite. [to biive the

amend and modify any such bill—probably |

to do that yet awhile, are
R »
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Sﬁut
as he gave utterance
She” was about to
to the letter, but canght the hesi-
ey v Pl

L . "this time 1o settle
' Iﬁhumﬂlnmhm'm«mnm“m down here? I should thin .y.ou w&i

Some More Letters from Home—Artival or)bard and I hope you will get it alright it is | want to get away from it all.”
i et o ol e My B AR,
“ n it g I -

I_flun_'h Bave anything left I bave|iold Ma yet and I saved a peace of fruit | “I ain:” n:'hme to live off the
got to hurry heme,” declared Maria, as she |cake we had and sent you that it was|man the Regular service some
laid down Mundy’s letter. “That child will | what we had Christmas and was left over | advan There’s going to be a_lot of
break me upoin ‘business. 1 never thought | Yo" know and Ma said 1 mirht send that | fighting to do on the border with the blamed
; : : 3 = she said it 'would keep, and I sent you my | Indians; and—I—well I had thought maybe
to ,put away my lJittle trinkets,” and she M! candy heart. 1'd go along.” -

seems to have been meking ducks and p '3;’:; ldllh the l::f and he l;i: price : .kh]:’i eomem Sherty,” Sih'b;::!bél:

drakes of my things. I could shake her|:°f S A L e Paper | lookimg up DO
. the house on the inside ot it on . “We aint going into the Reg-
good... She's lost the beads that Grandma |ihe outside and Pa says he thll:h we can |lars, and you ;i:ow .t."’ﬁ're =g home
wore when she was a girl, and she h?vke a newj fentl:ek—;ét -iskeml&c ‘2. t'te lk: to R p ex-
give them to Ma and Ma let me have |Picket fence just like Banker Dav o pects us to stay with him till we air our-
< has to their house but Banker Davis is|selves again. t time we will
them when che, thought 1 was big enough going to have to give up his Bank he|find an ovenins. Gl;, on, and finish

to take care of them, It is one of Mandy's.

original productions, sure enough. Listen

and I'll read it to you,” and so she be-
gan:

* ‘Dear Maria and my new brother-in-law
Long Shorty, and Si and Annabel:
“‘I'm so glad there ain’t no mere of

¥ou cause then the most of my letter wduld

be beginming. 1 hate writin’ letters, but

AMa says it is my duty and I guess that is

why I hate to do it. I don't like doing

duty things; do you?

“*‘I was so glad when Ma and Pa got
home I cried, and Ma she cried and Pa
he blowed his nose and that is his way of
¢ryin’ most of the time. Ma she wak afful
tired and most scandalized to deth about
the house. The hens I set in the kitchen
had come off and you know little chickens
do make an afful muss, and there was a
litt] chester White pig that the mother
pig tried to kill and I brung it in, and it
was in the wood box. Things was sum
cluttered up, cause 1 tried to sew carpet|.
rags one day, Ma left them for me to do
and went off and forgot to put them away
and 'the ‘hen: and pig and littl chickens
scratched them into a afful snarl. You

to cum shinin round yeu before you saw
Shorty. Well he got.married the other
day to Cindy White, her folks live out on
the old basswood farm that has the worm
fence and a iron gate, and she used to
wear a_red calliker dress to the spellin
bees. Ma she brung me a purty dress
when she cdme. It is just the color of the
bluebells that ﬁow in the dam lases
down by the lake, and has a little bit of
a pink flower on it. It is all wool de-
lainé and I am to have it made real long
to my shoe tops with seven tucks in the
gkirt and a garabaldy waist with’ blue
ribbon run on the sleeves 'won’t it be pret-
ty. Pa he has gone over to Campbella
today to-mliaauttlnof’l'urkeye‘ixn
80 -‘wa can have turkey for Thanksgiviu.
Ma she says - that you had a scrumptus
weddin I wish I been to it you ought
to haye wated till I could have been there.
“‘Cindy White was married in. a blue
delaine trimmed with white satin bands it|
was afful pretty I saw her at church. Say
Maria T am glad you didn’t marry that
gander his neck could be tied-in" a knot
and then hed b¢ taller than your Shorty,
school is Teét out and I am afful glad
bat Ma ﬁ does make me work dreadful
I hgve herd 'that growin girls ottent to be
mgé' fo wi vérry hard ss’it stants the | and
groth 1 w youd write to Ma and
her about” it.”" Philander Pillsbury
comes to our hoile a lot now Ma'says:i
to get n sqdare meal he diddnt get a verr
nice wife I+ thifik.she likes to gad.
to her Mas mow over im- Skunje-holier.
wut! ‘Say Mariahw @ gome home ¥
bring me a; rogpd com new spnes

e E

£

law
L IP- s.

went to the ¥
i

:gﬂ'sentt
shot :

grow out
l‘hei:, Say Maria [ need remarked
seein as

I want a black ‘silkvelvut one-
sunday School teacher has got 8he
ried Jim Barton that afful rich 'old
yvou know the one that used to sit. on the
front perch with yon and make eyes
yow. while was a’' flirtin justaffal
with Sim Miller and he diddnt bave a sin-
gl sent of money neither I dont know what
made. you like 8im because Jim Barton
he slwais brung me candy and - bickry
nuts- and Sim never brung . His
wife is real pretty and she wares the nicest

clothes Imullmz‘wfg Sim he
aint i:ot( married) an _p’llé &-"& Eizht
biue silk Poplin that would standits lone
and ‘Tde like to have-oné like that too.
“ ‘Ma nyuhm tellmthths mﬂou:ﬁe‘Ne;:
1 dont know none the old yaller
e ' and old Bose

fore, and
them, and

at her wi

l;'
l‘

]

got her and thei
ahead and no _
fer Mandy, she shall have
and anything else I can get her she wants,
nnd if she grows into as prétty ;
Miss Klegg as my wife was,
she puts on the better.”

At which sally Bi subsided, 3
rewarded the tall fellow, who was look:_:]gl
devouring love, wi

that Dave teeth; just on the sided.. I wisht|daughter that azint :
X could have, a-mew pare ¢ .h?l$l shoes. HMANDY.
with red tos on the front. Fa he says| “‘P, 8. I'm afful sorry I your
{* "?wm'ﬁ "i"%ﬂd e -t"e cﬁ‘f”’d bﬁ: be“.’i'm? atlg'“mn f that mﬂmumu',
aint 8o, n_ns vas ) ) ‘ o e
v . Say Maria whatot:the talking about being ‘Miss P nﬁ

Maria disgust as she “laid the letter

table. ) to
fhe o bed, :m?i‘:ﬁ: ought to hayp-
pen to her.” > .
"~ “Oh, Jet the kid alome

of her airs just
8i with a wink at

was always thinkin’ about bei
and was mighty proud when
called. on_you the first time you ever had a
beau and called you *Miss Klegg.’
Shorty, you ou
I'd be a laughin’ yit, only I enlisted and
had to leave.” '

t to a-seen

they most of

been in love with Maria, but I don't blame

I am sorry for
didn’t so

th .eves of

gays it serves him
rofessin member

ick coming from me.
her iaurel

be punizhed

= she'H

you did,”
Shorty. “You
_grown up
Winter

Say,
her, I reckon

“PA HE TRIED TO WHITEWASH THE KITCRIN, AKD SUCH A MESS AS HE DID MAKE.”

diddnt do things right somehow Pa sais I
cuddent understand it but anyhow he isnt
rich apy more because some of his con-
tracts was rotten and Pa
right because he was a
of the church and

one. I read that to Ma and s

shocked because I hadnt got it right:-but
Ime so tired I cant write it over and 1
guess you will understand, so no more
from yeur loving littl ai@ﬂ!r and sister-in-

ANDY o
Say Maria, aint -1 Miss Klegz |
now I ought/to be when I am the only

was growing a desire to make
of hi:ueltl.n‘-rm' ing forward withm
bows on his knees d hi

- _he tried to put it on the
kitchin and such a mess as he did make.
I told him I'd rather he had let the walls
goast was. I miss you when it comes
i t0 whitewashing. Mandy and me man-
| aged to get some paint-on the pantry floor
and I painted the strip around the carpet
in ‘the sittin" room, but we didn’'t get it
done as well as you do it. It seems as
though I can't dormething as well as you

think
White pis ]
r man are going to live in: the house |4 gmile, then her ‘Jetter to: them. ...”‘b' SEOPey:. - 3
Where Annabels' mother lived shes goioe [ Ay deer Dsughters and Sons: gl B:ﬂ%’%“&*" oo
pa says and cap Wve| «“Phe Lord has delt kindly with your |8 s Gaeeu el ey
in the rooms which is verry nm; Pa’ and Me and we got home sdfe and thw“t gﬁ d‘*" . -‘“‘_m H the Brigznes
you ‘think so. I mean Anmabels - -muwdwlﬁchlm%nm:' ected after| ‘D@ b' over to T olier, weil they
Say Maria do they ware undeysleevss iaif that I seen of suffering sorrow in | Wis burned eut last Thursday night, just
on ‘irfllih me in Washington -Tde like | ¢hat Jand of Belial. My heart has been pure carlessness I know, they always was
to have some but -Ma she thinks it would | more inclined than ever' to praige His |80 deadful shifless. Joneses brother
be fosterin overweening pride but I dont | works since our deliverance, and yet your | Was brung home from Baltimore yester-
¥now t o mesns and Mu!pa and ‘I air rebellious over the taking|day, and they buried him over on the pine
she says or hush when I askt hef. |away of our e ent, It is the|ridge. He was one that starved in An-
by .E:;m did you ever tell 8i about | y,5,d’s will T kno, but it seems to us as|dersonville so long and he cuddent Pt
that taller - of ,a Josh Brown that |} ,ugh taere t to have been some other | well. I feel so serry for the Joneses for
used fo be sittin to you while Si was inlyay”™ He had trod the wine press of afflic- | they built a good deal on Abijah. The
the war before you got married to him well | tion and gsapes of wrath had give him Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away
he was over to see us the other night and | paim for the healing of the peoples afflic- | blessed be the mame of the Lord. The
he askt fool questions gbout you if | tiong, so it may be that the imfinite wisdom | poor boy woulda’t have had no heaith
you Was and if you W8S 8s8}ihu¢ took him away in the senith of his|never no. . 80 it is just as well that he
pret as ever and he asked me|iriumph will us to get thru the diffi-| was took.” We ain’t made no flower beds
to get him a lock of your hair he said be | oyities that now us, but I am troubled | yet this year. My back is that jame when
never wounld nny;ody but you and Ileong core afraid. The Lord is a present|T stoop over diggin that I can’t do i no
told him 1 he otter be ashamed {holyy in-time of trouble, as your .and i mere, and “Mandy she is that indiffevent
of hisself w you was & married Wo- Infe kno, and we go. to the threne of Grace |that T can’t make her get at it. Maybe
man just as fast as could be and that|,jon¢ gnd morning for strength withont|yoy and Annabel will be home by the time
you cuddent ever be anything to him 20y lwhich it seems to me I could not mete the |ty plant flower seeds, and you can make
‘more. 1 feit verry s for bim and it{juties of the day. Your Pa is not like|S; gnd Shorty do the spadin. You mus
mmde: my  heart r-l'mm see hlin .CPY |nimgelf and he works too hard for a man|maye them boys begin right. Si has al-
but law he is such = soft: [mm'm"}o{-bﬁm I am.sure. He feels as tho ways been kinder masterful and done just.
ou ‘married: 8i insted of: Annabel and {1 pad lost = personal frend and he prays the things le wanted to do. but maybe he
“told him that you couid be nething bot |gop Jight in the darkmess and a move spe- | it bo more beholden to his wife, Anna-
n.duurwh:.ud 8i wuhaﬁhtmeh:mlghﬂan otIt.l: ,}‘;‘,’:umwh:m e e to Ml
1 dﬁ'b-nﬁuﬂﬂ M Lincoln, bat B tace will al-fHkg £ 000 b uﬁ'w-mmt»
Sl rge giosiogwte o L waye hant me. . shout and Maria and Aunabel
how the. boys | o I was a a mighty
i‘!wb-lli %W&gmm%g lnughed too. It was reslly very fumny for
_them and’ ,Lm‘ 'ﬁumm- | Mre. Klegg was not the kind of woman
“you to-briug | oty get out at ethows and taon and sk I3 |0 18y down the law to anybody. “Ma Ity
‘you . will _have| , -becanse she will jdown the law to Pap,” said Si, the tears
Twiit you |0 B o ovse, . Bha would rather|0f merciment: rolling down his cheels:
for my-memry |follow your P over a-I0-acre ot in the [iAnsabel, just you copy Ma and I' mever
both. - '- dust end dirt-of -the Basrow than sit by {bsve mo t you. TPap jost
lost -oie oV your k(oS |n, ond hem & towel. “has: cryed somc | Baehaeally always did the things that Ma
¥ ‘ready for 1 have insisted that she must help | wanted Wrim to, that’'s all there -was to
ays Ty an{,, :&u-hcﬂwhcﬁ‘-ﬁhh that, and T hope I will be gentieman
B S e Em;".c"ué.-'m g o 41- et e T —
: . - a new ragihe :
to ;Smith. Petersen house for the best chamber this summer| *T am sure of that, 8i,” returned An-
&‘:&u E&ﬁ‘ we %h'ﬁ’gtmmjmammmanrg&-* snugglad -her hand inte Bi's
e canght as not. 7 ; . pRW. :
- over on me 4Bd|  «pogr Mandy,” said Maria in a balt] “Now x wag 17" said Mavie as ahe
?“Jmmfmmﬂ;w of | isughing aside, “It is too bad that she|picked up the’ sgin. “Oh, yes, ke
: ¥ the '_t;:ﬂ,mm.u;m rl any longer, and to| I did to your and then she will never
: : flew . think that her in must be carpet{have any trouble. 8i is a good boy, if
somia, Se¥ . o (i Outhoes mest ¥ gpes rags! How I used to hate them, but Ma |} do say it as shuddemt, but he needs
-mmdmmntmwmmmmwrmm in’ im : :
ahout - of ¢hem again. Mashe qyon ghe returned to the letter. “‘I don't like to think about your be-
vatd T wa gﬁmmm * I miss you my child. '!ouxa--hpt-}ng there: im Washington all alone, and
see but now it wasnt my Fmrmmﬂmﬂtﬂrm Iithere are so many snares for the unwary. |
Peters was borm ol fdapen -, . o, vover S0 B 5o modw 1 G Do vhen | Your Px and I think that yon onght to
sweet when - Maria. and | gengination and the rumati “’-ﬂl‘f”" wn:l,:& : mu';uh leulhbi:-d
that it was a Prov Dat sent 700 2 |many more things to o han & umed | met fnto forbidden paths when the chareh
weddin dress but e how that wes i, "You have s good dar b snliyrgrronpmd eas oo <o
cause it dent seem to me that nce 'your Po and I haint just as comfortable |48 You In its embrace and it will make
o o ins you just 811 | with you < | you feel mere to home. I am bleechin’
pu unless | gtay 'room. Mandy took three of my best to
e tried K} wrap up some half frome pigs.in while T
8 i and then she them in
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“Mna is begiomi
! ng to put on frille.” de-
clared 8i as Maria concluded. “I had
plum forgot that you and Mandy was
mamed for Ma, and I never knew bher to
use the whole name before. Here's a let-
ter from Pap that was written just after
he got back, I reckon.” : i

“Ob wait a minute,” exclaimed Maria,
as she picked up the letter to fold it
Here is a postseript—oh yes, it's
about the trunk. ‘I have sent you some
clothes as 1 p Anna
come over as soon as I got home, and we
talked about the things younde need. As
it must be gettin' warm down there in
Washington, we thought youde mestly
need cotton dresses, so I pot in your pink
and the blue chambray, and that pink
sprigged lawn you got over to the corners
last Summer come a year, and the white
ln'wn you geot to wear to Mary Ellen
Simmses weddi infare last Summer,
and all your white skirts, and them lace
undersleeves, and the white swiss ones,
and that black silk nmatle thag was your
great grandmothers and that is in fashion
now, and some white ecotton stockings
that I have knit in faney stiteh since I,
came home, they won’t wear into holes
as quick as thé olds ones which will do
just-as well for you to wear rosnd the
house when you get back. Annabel's
mother brought over a lot of her things,
and we had a dreadful time getting them

3

interrupted by
“I declare, Ma must be getting in her
dotage. Here's anotler ipt away
down in the corner—the ink is so pale I
can’t hardly lllnale it out. ‘We ch —
“jam-er, or what on earth is it, anyway?
‘We checked—your'—trunk must be j;o
next word, but I can’t make it out, ‘and
sent it by Jim Waldron who lives over on
four-mile run you , - he'—now
what is t.ht.t. next word? ‘He w-e-met to
W-a-s-h-i-n-g—oh, yes, ‘he went to
_\Vgshlnm&"r look after his Uncle whe
i2 in a hospital there and said’—now what
'didhenl-’;? I can’t make out a single
word. per must have been mighty
L #earee, and, of course, the ink was froge
ooloriess. I .don’t see why Ma didn’t use
blueing. ‘*Said—s-a-i-@"—oh, bere is the
: part we want to know, ‘he said that he
Mother’s letter; Shorty’s kinder got the|Would stop st the National tavern, and
doldrums I reckon.” f-o-r y-om to call there for the—the check.
Maria picked up the letter in_a hall-| The key is sent by the mail." "
hearted way, and n to bunt the place NW.&.MI“W.DM!W
where she had left off. She was startled |ond see abont that trunk as soon as wé
and worried. &behldmdm?tuhout have heard Pa’s other letter. From whai
thefutnreltnﬂ.oritubehﬁl'dmed“u&.'ﬂrlthiﬂnwiilbeham 1
that the most natural thing wi be to go|am afraid, and ma Jim Waldron aint
home to her-mother and father again, and, | there by now. This letter was wrote two
of course, that included her husband. In-|weeks ago, you see. My, what a mess it
deed, the marriage bad com¥ so suddenly to | will be if he has gone back home and tak-
all that nobody stopped to-think of the |en the check. We never ean get the
futare, and it-was. only when Shorty saw | trunk, can we, Will?" ;
Maria surrounded by young women of her| - ell. it won’t be no easy I
own age, and skimming’ surface of | bat we'll find a way; g0 Bi, with
; which she was fitted to| the Deacon’s letter, wo's we ean go right
grace, in his. opinion, that he felt the|down and see about the trunk—hold on &
w of futare pressing upon him. | minute, there’s the Adjutant! Reckon he
He n to realize his'own unfitness for | L45 come for Au ey
her. He felt himself big and boorish and|  “Let's go and w"hﬂ Maria” sug
awkward, and be knew that he was igno-|gested Annabel. so the two ‘ent to the
rant and_illiterate. His natural aptness|hasement, and 8§ and Shorty to_the door. *
aspisted him to imitate others, and he| e “would . net..ecome in again,
'ﬂm counterfeit graces which he felt he| e wanted to get Aunt Minerva Ann
ad never - but in his soul there| ., (o3 home.. He congratulated Maria

and Anwvabel omn their improved appear-
ance since their homesickness had .
peared on the receipt of home news, and
making them promise that they
dine with him soqon, lifted his-cap,
walked briskly away. after putting the old
lady in a cab and directing it to go to his
residence. 3

They had just gotten back and picked
up their letters. when Si
the window, said:
a

eyes large
and gentle. His face was clean-shavep.
The upperpart showed the tan of leng ex-
| posure to the weather, but the lewer part,
the cheeks and jaws, from which apparent-
ly a heavy suit of whiskers had beest but
lately removed, were as white and smooth

as a woman's. There was something very -

yard, stepped up on the portico. and rang
the bell. Si and Bhorty ceased to notice
him, for the letters were too “'o!

“Are and
the 200th i mmﬁmmer Infantry,
asked in a
voice of sweetness, of i
Amelia, who opened the door,

face. The mention of the boys’ regiment
alarmed ber. Her life in Washiogton had
been more or less of the

1




